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II.— Homes ADMINISTRATION. 


Tur Dacca Prakash, of the 10th November, has learnt from the Bengal 
Times newspaper that in deciding questions 
relating to the promotion, punishment, &c., of 
tiie police officers employed in the mofussil, the police authorities in Calcutta 
generally depend on the opinions of their subordinate officers. According 
to the same paper, police officers in the mofussil are often underpaid. But as 
tie European officers of the police are often ignorant men, it is impossible 
for them to do their duty without consulting their amla. The police admi- 
nistration of the country will not improve until the post of District Super- 
intendent of Police is abolished and the saving thus effected is utilised in 
enlisting educated men in the police service. 

2. The Bangabdsi, of the 16th November, says that in the Jessore 
students’ case the High Court has commuted 
the sentence of imprisonment passed upon two 
of the students by the Magistrate, Mr. Barrow, into one of nominal fine, 
and remitted the fine imposed upon another. Mr. Barrow unjustly dismissed 
the case brought against the Jessore police by the boy Lal Gopal. Can- 
not tiiis case be revived? The boys have suffered much. Will nothing 
be done to check the high-handedness of the police P 

3. <A correspondent of the same paper notices the prevalence of thefis 
and dacoities at Panduah in the Hooghly 
district. About seven to eight cases of theft, 


Police administration. 


The Jessore students’ case, 


Thefts and dacoities at Panduah. 


dacoity and murder have occurred during the last month within the village 


of Panduah alone, 


4. Another correspondent of the same paper refers to the frequent 
occurrence of thefts at Ghiar in the Manick- 


Thefts at Ghiar in the Manick e yee or 
ai divisinn of he Dea diaae | |G tege sub-division of the Dacca district. 


5. The Navavibhakdr Sadhdrani, of the 18th November, says that 
ke : gambling is being largely practised in the 
cgambling in Unyapara Lene, Uriyapara Lane of the town, which is within 
: the jurisdiction of the Padmapukur thana. 
Upon information given to the police by the people of the neighbourhood 
on Monday last, the police came to the place, whereupon the majority of 
the gamblers made themselves scarce, five or six of them only being appre- 
hended. They were placed on their trial before the Magistrate, but were 
let off on some. technical ground. This has greatly emboldened the gam- 
blers, who are carrying on their trade on an extensive scale, bribing the 
police at the same time. Itis rumoured that one or two pahrawallas 
and jamadars constantly frequent the place of gambling, but apprehend 
noone. If Mr. Lambert goes to Uriyapara some day at 1 or2 o'clock P.m., 
he will find the gamblers in full assembly. 
6. The Gauhar, of the 20th November, says that the number of 
prostitutes has alarmingly increased in Calcutta. 
of tho ttutes in respectable quarters Jr fact every part of the town swarms with 
st them. Those living in the respectable 
quarters of the town are a source of immense injury to virtuous men and 
women residing there. With the increase in the number of prostitutes, 
cases of theft have also iocreased. The Calcutta Police is therefore 
requested to remove all prostitutes from the respectable quarters of the town 
aod to assign certain quarters of the town solely for their residence. It will 
be much better if they are compelled to leave the town altogether and to 
Settle in its outskirts. 


Dacca PRaKkasH, 
Nov. 10th, 1889. 


BaNnGaBast, 
Nov. 16th, 1889, 


BaNGaBaSl. 


BaNGABASI. 


NavAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHARANTI, 


Nov. 18th, 1889. 


GaUHAaR, 
Nov. 20th, 1889, 


Hinpv Ransika, 
Nov, 18th, 1889. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Nov. 10th, 1889. 


SaHACHAR, 
Nov. 13th, 1889. 


GRAMBASI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889. 
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(4)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 138th November, says that as applicants 
‘Prayer for vesting Munsifs with for probates of wills and letters of administra- 
powers in probate and certificate tion in connection with estates of small value 
—T in the mofussil are put to great expense and 
trouble by being required to make their applications and bring up their 
witnesses to the courts of District Judges, which in many cases are held in 
places at a great distance, it will be well if the Government and the High 
Court vest Muasifs with the requisite powers in such cases. 


(d)— Hducation. 


8. The Dacca Prékash, +" nae 10th — thus criticises the 
poner new Scholarship Kules :— 

ee These rules are a bit tuo favourable to the 
Mahomedans, for whose benefit a number of special scholarships has-been 
founded. ‘The rule under which the scholars reading in private colleges 
will have to submit themselves to examination by order of the Director of 
Public Instruction seems to have been framed with the object of preventing 
scholarship-holders from prosecuting their studies in private colleges and will 
injuriously affect those colleges. 

9. The Sahachar, of the 13th November, says that the Calcutta 

University must be a very slowly moving body. 
The time for holding the next University 
examinations has nearly arrived, and yet the Committee which was appointed 
to enquire into the results of the last Arts examinations have not submitted 
their report. In order that the results of the future examinations of the 
University may not be as disappointing as those of last year, it is necessary 
(1) that the clerks in the office of the Registrar of the Calcutta University 
should be careful not to miss any answer papers ; (2) that the University autho- 
rities should not admit to the Entrance Examination any candidates from 
the schools which are established from pecuniary motives immediately before 
that examination without requiring them to pass the examinations which are 
held by the Inspectors of Schools; and (8) that the number of examiners 
should be larger than at present. The Head Examiner system is not bad. 
To lighten the work of the examiners two examinations should be held every 
year. 

10. The Grdmbdst, of the 16th November, says that, as Syampore- 

The school at Syampore-Ramnagar amnagar, in the sub-division of Uluberia, is 
in the Uteberis subslivision of the inhabited by a large number of respectabie 

Site ac people, and as the number of boys there willing 
to go to school is large, it has become necessary to convert the local school 
into a middle class one. The Educational authorities are asked to help the 
local public io the matter. 

ll. The Sanjivant, of the 16th November, says that Goldsmith's 
*‘(Jood natured Man” was one of the pieces 
appointed for the last M.A. Examination. One 
of the examiners is said to have asked his pupils to read a particular apno- 
tated edition of that poem. This became known long before the examina- 
tion was held, and it was found at the time of the examination that questions 
had been as a matter of fact put from that particular edition. Such instances 
of dishonesty on the part of the examiners are frequently brought to the notice 
of the Syndicate, but to no purpose. When the writer appeared in the B.A. 
Examination, just as he was entering the examination hall he heard it stated 
that Mr. Lobb’s edition of Milton’s Areopagitica was the edition from which 
the examiner, Mr. Lethbridge, at that time Principal of the Kishnaghur 
College, had set questions. On receiving question paper he actually 


The Calcutta University. 


The last M.A. Examination. 
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found this to be the case. Is it not simply scandalous that the Syndicate is 
quite indifferent to all this P 

12. The Som Prakash, of the 18th November, says that the Boards of 
Studies in the Calcutta University are at 
present not properly constituted. The men 
who are appointed members of these Boards 
do not often possess the necessary qualifications. Sometimes the seme man 
is elected as member of several Boards. Baboo Asutosh Mukerji, m.a., for 
instance, is a member of three Roards—the Mathematics Board, the Philoso- 
phy Board, and the Sanskrit Board. He is agood Mathematician, and as such 
is entitled to be a member of the Mathematics Board. But what makes him 
fit for a membership of the Sanskrit Board is not very clear. Yet as a member 
of the Sanskrit Board he has a hand in the selection of Sanskrit text-books P 
And one does not know how he discharges his duties as a member of that 
Board. Dr. Heernle is another member of the Sanskrit Board. But his know- 
ledge of Sanskrit is very limited. Such is also the case with Dr. Trailakya 
Nath Mitra, another member of the Sanskrit Board. The scandals which are 
now frequently heard in connection with the selection of text-books in Sanskrit 
are due to the Sanskrit Board being thus improperly constituted. Now these 
men will have no chance of being elected as members of the Sanskrit Board 
if the University degrees of the members are taken into consideration before 
electing them for any particular Board. 

There bas been much howling over Pundit Mahesa Chandra Nyayratna’s 
Pravesika. But, as a matter of fact, that book is not so full of mistakes as is 
represented. Pundit Nilmani Nyayalankar’s treatise on Sanskrit Grammar 
is, on the other hand, full of mistakes, and yet it has been selected as one of 
the text-books in Sanskrit Grammar for the Entrance Examination. 

It is said that one of the members of the Board having pointed out the 
mistakes in Pundit Nilmani’s book, the author was asked to prepare a correct 
edition of his book. But this order of the Board has not been carried out, 
and the book is as full of mistakes as ever. 

It is hoped that if there is any one whose duty it is to look after the 
affairs of the Calcutta University, he will institute an enquiry into these 
matters. 

18. The Daintk-o-Samdchar Chandriké, of the 19th November, 

The second English paper in the Says that the authorities of the Calcutta Uni- 
Entrance Examination. versity may not feel ashamed of it, but the 
press is tired of writing about the frequent mismanagement of its affairs. 
In accordance with the change made in the rules relating to the Entrance 
Examination, a circular was issued on the 21st September 1888 to all 
Educational authorities, informing them that from 1890 the second 
English paper to be set in the Kotrance Examination would be a paper 
of translation from some vernacular language into English, and would 
besides contain questions on English composition. But on the 21st 
September of this year the Registrar has informed all heads of schools 
that this second paper would contain questions on grammar and com- 
position. ‘These conflicting circulars have caused great perplexity to the 
teachers, and as there must be some error somewhere, and the day of the 
eXamination is near at hand, the error should be soon rectified. 


The Boards of Studies in the Cal- 
cutta University. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. | 


14. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 12th November, disapproves of 
. oa ae resolution of the Burdwan District Board 
Matilel Chovdhwrie' the ate Vio. togrant a gratuity of Rs, 1,800 to Baboo 
pisirman of the Burdwan District Matilal Chowdhuri, the late Vice-Chairman of 
ange - she Board. It is not clear under what law 


Daintg o SaMacHar, 
CHANDBIKa4, 


Nov. 19th, 1889. 


Buapwan SanJivani, 
Nov. 12th, 1889. 


MAHACHAR, 
Nov. 13th, 1889. 


GRaAMBASI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889, 
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the proposed gratuity will be paid to Mati Baboo. It is true that Mr, 
Oldham, the late Chairman of the Board, was highly satisfied with Mati 
Baboo’s work, and tried to secure the Secretaryship of the Board for him. 
But as the Secretaryship has not been given to him, how can he get the 
proposed gratuity ? 3 
15. The Sahachar, of the 13th November, says that the enforce- 
ment of the provision of the new Calcutta 
Municipal Act requiring the submission of 
plans prepared with the aid of the compass on the occasion of the 
construction of new buildings or the alteration of old ones is leading to 
much oppression. The other day a poor woman was fined a rupee for not 
having submitted such a plan before making an addition to her tiled hut. 
But these plans cost at least Rs. 5 each, and how can poor people pay 
for them? The poor people of Calcutta will have to leave the town 
altogether if they are oppressed in this way. And, perhaps, the new Act 
has precisely that object in view. Has that Act been passed with the view 
of converting Calcutta into another London, inhabited only by rich men 
and tradespeople, and with the common people living in rented houses? 
Alas, for the time when the Legislative Councils will be properly 
constituted | 
16. The Grdmbdst, of the 16th November, in reviewing the 
is eee Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution on the 
Serolation on the working of the last year’s report on the working of the 
ee District Boards in Bengal, makes the 


Municipal oppression in Calcutta. 


following observations :— 


1. It seems from the report that last year the total number of 
members of the elective Local Boards was 919. Of this number 543 were 
nominated by Government and the rest were elected. What is the 
reason of this? Was not the number of nominated members of a Local 
Board fixed at one-third of the total number of its members? 

2. Speaking generally, the attendance of the members of Local 
Boards was unsatisfactory. As they do not receive a travelling allowance 
like the members of the District Boards, tney are not very particular in the 
matter of attendance. The Lieutenant-Governor is, however, averse to 
giving them travelling allowance. But as many of the members of 
these Boards have to come from distant villages to attend the meetings of 
the Boards they ought to be granted travelling allowance. Again, as all 
real work of these Boards is done by the District Boards, the members 
have not much work to do, and so they do not care to attend, 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor has drawn the attention of the Boards to 
the excavation of khals in parts of the country where khals are needed. In 
the opinion of the writer, the deepening of the khal of Tetuya, within the 
jurisdiction of the Bagnan thana, in such a way as will make it navigable, 
will result in much good to the local public. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor has expressed regret at the decrease 10 
in the number of village pathsalas in many districts. But, in the opi- 
nion of the writer, more useful work may be done by decreasing the number 
of the pathsalas and establishing lower primary schools with the money 
which is now spent in their maintenance. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal about the establishment of 
a Central Board for supervising the work done by the Boards does not 
recommend itself to the writer. The proposed Board will, if established, only 
lead to a waste of public money. Instead of establishing a Central Board, 
it would be better to establish Village Unions, and to entrust executive 


duties to Local Boards and the work of supervision and control to District 


Boards. 
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17. The Sanjtvant, of the 16th November, fully approves of the sug- 
gestion made by the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
A suggestion regarding the village newspaper, that as the present village chow- 
chowkidars. . ° ‘ : ‘ 
kidars in Bengal pay little attention to their 
legitimate work of watch-and-ward, and are compelled to spend almost 
their whole time in doing menial service for the police officers, there should 
henceforward be one chowkidar for every village, or, if the village is a 
small one, one chowkidar for two or three villages, and the pro- 
ceeds of the chowkidari-tax should be made over to the proposed 
yt amma If this is done, those committees will be in no lack 
of funds. 

18. The Som Prakash, of the 18th November, says that the condition 

. ne ts a Wee of Tarak Chatterjee’s lane in Shobhabazar, 
Ho. & Caloutia. Calcutta, is extremely miserable. The lane in 

question is not properly swept and kept clean. 
Tne gas-lamps in the lane are not lighted until an hour or more after 
nightfall. What can be the reason of all this? Is not the lane in question 
within the limits of the Calcutta Municipality? It is hoped that the autho- 
rities will look to the matter. 

19. The Datnik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 20th November, says 
that the ultimate object of Local Self-Govern- 
ment in this country is (1) to induce the 
people to bear ungrudgingly additional taxa- 
tion ; (2) to induce them to manage their own affairs independently; and (3) to 
make such arrangements as will prevent any expenditure of the revenues of 
Government on works which may directly benefit them. The people are 
burdened with taxes and must pay more—hence this bait of Local Self- 
Government. One does not care to point out the difference between the 
village communities of ancient times and the Local Self-Government Boards 
of the present day. 


The true meaning of Local Self. 
Government. 


(9)—Railoays and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


20. The Som Prakash, of the 18th November, says that, since the 
| management of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Raleeceion on the Eastern Bengal has been taken over by Government, oppression 
j on that line has greatly increased. Perhaps 
Sir Steuart Bayley knows nothing of this oppression, and so no step has yet 
been taken to put it down. On Saturday last some gentlemen who intended 
to go to Dattapukur by the 5-10 evening train of the Central Section of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway purchased second class tickets. Bat the crowd 
of passengers was so great that day that they could get no seats in any 
second class carriage. he station-master upon being applied to told the 
gentlemen to go by the next train. And the gentlemen instead of waiting 
for the next train travelled in an intermediate carriage, But the station- 
master accommodated two European gentlemen with seats in a second class 
carriage ! Was not this act of the station-master an improper one? In 
fairness he should also have accommodated the native gentlemen with seats 
in a first class or second class carriage. 
Another story of oppression is told on the authority of the Hindu 
Patriot newspaper :—On the occasion of the last Durga Puja festival, a 
gentleman went to the Sealdah station to reserve a compartment for Narail, 
but was told by the station-master that he would have to pay for one compart- 
ment, fares for nine persons, and if the number of persons he took with 
him in the reserved compartment fell short of nine, he would have to 


allow outsiders in this compartment ! 


SaNJIVANTI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889. 


Som Prakasy, 
Nov. 18th, 1889. 


DaIntK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 20th, 1889. 


Som Prakasa, 
Nov. 18th, 1889. 


BuaRaT MITRA, 
Nov. 7th, 1889. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Nov. 10th, 1889, 


GRAMBaSI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 16th, 1889 


SANJIVANI, 


{ 1024 ) 


Now what did this mean? A man reserves a whole compartment, and 
it depends on his will whether he goes alone in that compartment, or takes 


the full complement of passengers with him. Surely the Railway authorities 
should have nothing to say to that. 


(h)— General. 


21. The Bharat Mitra, of the 7th November, asks Sir Steuart Bayley 
The purchase of articles of native *© largely patronise native manufactures by 
manufactured for the use of Govern. purchasing them for the use of Government, 
~~ The Bombay Government last year effected a 
saving of 20 lakhs of rupees by purchasing articles of native manufacture, 
Every Provincial Governor ought to follow the example set by the Governor 
of Bombay in this respect. 
22. The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th November, says that, since the 


: en establishment of the outstill system, drunken- 

Furrciwre “istrict OF ness has largely increased in the country. 

Twelve years ago the number of people using 

intoxicating drinks in the pergunnah of Imdilpore, within the jurisdiction of 

the station of Palong, in the district of Furreedpore, was hardly 1 per cent. of 

the population. Now, however, this number has increased more than four- 

fold. Such has also been the case at Gosairhat. bunder, where an outstill 

has been established near the local school. The people of Idilpore will 

shortly apply to the Magistrate of Furreedpore for the removal of the outstill 
from the place, and it is hoped that their prayer will be granted. 

23. The Grdmbdsi, of the 16th November, considers Sir John Edgar’s 

proposal to mitigate the rigours of the forest 

or John Edgar on the relaxation of Jaws in the Jungul Mehals of Orissa to be an 

excellent one, and hopes that both the Forest 

Officers and the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, whose opinion has been 

asked for in the matter, will support Sir John’s proposal, and that effect 
should be given to the proposal without delay. 

24. The Sanjivani?, of the 16th November, says that, if it is really the 
2 case that a Deputy Magistrate in = * of tbe 
An act of sacrilege by a Deputy office of District Magistrate of Midnapore 

ee ordered the removal of the image of Durga 
from the house of a Hindu gentleman on the third day of the puja 
at: the instance of that gentleman’s brother (see paragraph 2 of the 


Weekly Report of the 9th November 1889), there must be fearful 


anarchy in that part of the country. One does not care even to imagine 
such a thing to be possible under English rule. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is asked to enquire into this matter, and to inflict adequate punishment upon 
ms Deputy Magistrate if he is really found to have passed such an illegal 
order. 
25. The same paper says that of the different classes of income liable 
to the income-tax, the class from which the 
epg, Moometax collections in Jargest amount of revenue was raised in 1888-89 
was the class varying from Rs. 500 to Rs. 750, 
or the class which is too poor tobe able to pay to tax. It is from persons 
assessed under this lowest class that the tax has been realised by the sale of 
goods and chattels, and no one in this country will, if he can help it, allow 
himself to be lowered in vublic estimation by being forced to pay the 
tax in this way. It is idle to expect that oppression in connection with 
the income-tax will cease, until the minimum of taxable income is fixed at 
Rs. 1,000. Of course, Government will not listen to. this reasonable 
suggestion, and see its revenue decrease; still it is but proper that 


Should know what the people think in this matter. 
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26.' ‘A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Nilphamari in 
Rungpore, says that by increasing the duty 
; on salt Government has made it difficult for 
poor people in this country to season their simple diet of rice and pot-herbs 
with the customary pinch of that article. Formerly the price of salt used to 
be 4 pice per seer all over the country, but now at the Shagamacna hat 10 
Nilphamari it is selling at 6 pice per seer. This has caused great hard- 
ship to the poor. 

27. Another correspondent of the same paper regrets that at present 

Prayer for @ post office at Phulia in there is no post office at Phulia, a flourishing 
Nuddea. village in the Nuddea district, and says that 
one should be established there. 

28. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the )8th November, 

The post office at Bhangamora in 8ay8 that great inconvenience is felt in the 
the district of Hooghly. rainy season in consequence of the post office 
at Bhangamora, in the district of Hooghly, being located in a thatched but 
with mud walls. As floods often occur in this part of the district, and as 
cases of snake-bite are common, a pucca house should be constructed for the 
post office. : 

29. The Daintk-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 19th November, ob- 
serves, in reference to the last Excise Report 
for Bengal, that although a few outstills have 
been abolished, still the excise revenue has not decreased ; nor does the writer 
believe that it ever will decrease. The poison of drink has now entered 
so deep into the Done and marrow of the people of this country that a slight 
decrease in the number of outstills cannot be regarded as a thing which 
should send one into ecstacies of joy. It is but a drop in the ocean. 
When the craving for drink exists, people will anyhow satisfy it. You 
may reduce the number of outstills, but you cannot reduce the number of 
sudder distilleries. And even if the number of sudder distilleries is 
reduced, their cutturn will have to be increased. There exist many 
ways in which the thirst for drink may be allayed; and many more will be 
devised, if necessary. Nobody will be deterred by fear of punishment. 
Whatever be the fate of Indians, the merchant—Englishman will never be 
able to abolish this lucrative traffic in drink. 


Rise in the price of salt. 


The Excise Report. 


IITI.—LeGtsLattive. 


80. The Sdr Sudhdnidht, of the 4th November, strongly condemns 
the Official Secrets Act, and requests Govern- 
ment to repeal it as early as possible. The 
writer thinks that the working of the Act will be attended with serious 
mischief on account of the absence of a definition of the expression official 
secrets. 

81. The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th November, says that the laws 

The Wards Bill and the Leper framed by Government are of two classes—one 
Bill. intended for the protection of the empire, 
and another intended for the people. In framing the first class of laws, 
Government does not consult the wishes of the people, and the people some- 
times do not even know the nature and the object of a law of this class until 
it has been passed.. The Arms Act and the Official Secrets Act are laws of 
this description. In framing laws of the second class, that is to say, laws 


The Official Secrets Act. 


in which the people alone are interested, Government takes the trouble of 


making their character known to the people before passing them, and collects, 
though it does not always accept, public opinion regarding the same. The 
Wards Bill and the Leper Bill, now before the Viceregal Council, will, if 
passed, be laws of this second kind. Government is now collecting public 
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opinion on these two Bills. And if this collecting of public opinion js not 
intended to be a mere form, but is indicative of a real desire on the part of 
Government to give effect to such opinion, much good will be done to 
the country. | 

First, as regards the Wards Bill. One of ite provisions relates to the 
appointment of managers at the cost of minors to look after their estates, 
But this provision will, if adopted, do more harm than good. In the first 
place, it will lay the axe at the root of the joint Hindu family system, and in 
this way. At present the elder brother is the natural guardian of the minor 
younger brothers, and the task of looking after their joint estates, if they 
have any, devolves upon him. Even when such brothers have no property, 
the eldest among them considers it his duty to look after the youngers, 
and, generally speaking, does his best to advance their interests, The 
younger brothers in their turn, when they come of age, reciprocate the 
service of the elder. And in this way mutual good understanding among 
brothers, so essential to the joint family system, is kept up in all families, 
rich or poor. As a consequence, there are even now many Zemindar 
families who have been living jointly for three general tions, and their 
prestige has suffered no loss through the separation of the members as it. 
would, have if their members had separated. 


But all this will vanish with the appointment of managers by Govern- 
ment. ‘The manager’s interference in small matters will produce quarrels 
with the elder brother, and lead the latter’s retirement from the management 
of the joint estate. In many cases the elder brother will, after the appoint- 
ment of a manager, consider his position as guardian of his minor brothers 
anomalous, and will voluntarily retire from the management of the estate, 
He will then no longer feel a desire to look after the interests of his 
younger brothers, and misunderstandings will arise among brothers leading 
to their early separation and to the gradual destruction of the joint 
family. 

In the second place, the cost of maintaining a manager and his staff 


will in many cases prove ruinous to the estates of minors, who now get the 
services of their elder brothers free of charge. 


Thus it will be positively injurious to appoint managers to look after 
the interests of the minors where natural guardians exist. But where there 
are no natural guardians to look after the estates of minors, it is the duty of 
Government to take steps to protect their interests. But even in such cases 
the existing law, under which Government can take over the management of 


an unprotected minor’s property into its own hands, ought to be sufficient. 
Thus-there is no necessity for a new law. 


Next, as regards the Leper Bill. Government contemplates forcibly 
detaining lepers in asylums. But it would be an act of cruelty to do so, seeing 
that the contagious character of leprosy has not yet been proved, and the 
weight of evidence being against its contagiousness. Of course, nothing 
can be said against the compulsory detention of homeless lepers who beg from 
door to door; but the detention of lepers who have friends and relations 
to look after them should never be thought of or attempted. 


The proposal to segregate lepers who have friends and relatives proceeds 
from the fear lest by nursing them their friends and relations may contract 
the disease. But will not the people who will nurse them in asylums staud 
the same risk of contracting the disease? If, then, the contracting of the 
disease by nursing be inevitable, itis but just that the relatives of lepers 
should contract it rather than anybody else. Most of the newspapers and 
the public associations in the country have expressed against this provision of 


the Bill, and it is hoped that Government will not go against this consensus 
of opinion. 
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The manners and customs of this country are entirely different from 
those of England. People in England are born in hotels, treated in hospitals, 
and buried at the expense of the State. But.in this country even the poorest 
man has a but of his own, which he will not leave in crder to reside in a 
hospital for treatment. And even the dead body of a man who has no one 
in this world to look after him is duly cremated in this country. So, if the 
mild Indian people are made to conform to the harsh customs of the people of 
England, their lives will become most miserable. 

82. The Surabhi-o-Patadhé, of the 14th November, has learnt from 

the nglishman newspaper that either 
Ra, nt thins Bengal Legisla- Baboo Nabin Chand Baral or Baboo Nimai 
tive Counc. ° . ° 
Charan Basu will be given a seat in the 
Bengal Council. Now, it is indispensable for a member of that Council to 
possess an intimate knowledge of the country, and it is doubtful whether 
Nimai Baboo possesses such knowledge. Would it not be better to give the 
seat in the Council to an able mofussil gentleman ? 
33. The Grdmbdst, of the 16th November, says that, according to the 
Englishman newspaper, Baboos Nabin Chandra 
New member for the Bengal Coun- Baral and Nimai Charan Basu, Attorneys, 
ng High Court, will be appointed members of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, But where does the Hnglishman get this 
information from? Better men could be named for these memberships, 
whose claims ought not to be overlooked. Government ought to adopt the 
suggestion of the Sanjivant newspaper, and fill up the vacancies in the 
Council with mofussil gentlemen. a 


34, The Sanjtvant, of the 16th November, says that, although the 
Official Secrets Act has come into force, the 
Pioneer newspaper is still giving publicity to 
official secrets. Whence does the Pioneer get these secrets? According to 
the Morning Post newspaper of Allahabad, one of the Editors of the Pioneer, 
who is a great friend of the Foreign Secretary to the Indian Government, 
is always at Simla, and frequently visits his office; and that on the 
occasion of such visits he is allowed to inspect confidential papers and to 
select from among them such as he may wish to publish in his own paper. 
If this be true, is not the Foreign Secretary a thief, and the Editor 
of the Pioneer a receiver of stolen goods? That paper has published 
certain official secrets since the Official Secrets Act came into force. 
The news about the suppression of the Prajabandha newspaper first 
appeared in the Pioneer. Whence did it obtain the news? There can be 
no doubt that the Pioneer is a receiver of purloined news, end the only 
question is, who is the thief ? 


The despatch of the Secretary of State on the Report of the Public 
Service Commission was first published in the Pioneer. The Pioneer was 
doubtless a receiver of purloined news in this instance also, and the question 
is, who was the thief? Did the Government of India make any endeavour 
to detect the thief? It is clear that it did not. Then against whom is the 
new law directed P 


It was the Pioneer which first gave publicity to the secret intention 
of Lord Dufferin’s Government to send a mission to Cabul with Sir Mortimer 
Durand at its head, with the result that Russia made a serious remon- 
strance, and war became imminent. But Lord Lansdowne, who dwelt upon 
the necessity of passing the new law for preventing disclosures of confi- 
dential official papers like the Foreign Secretary’s Gilgit Note, did not 
venture to make any reference to the necessity of preventing the publica- 
tion of such official secrets of grave import as had been disclosed by the 
Pioneer. 


The Official Secrets Act. 
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. This paper. once published the Veasey Circular. If it publishes 


 Bimilar confidential papers in future, the Editor will in all probability be sent 


to jail. Buthe is as resolved as ever to publish such communications in 
fature if any should fall in bis way. Government may call him a thief, by, 
he will not mind it. The Confidential Police Circular was intendeg 
to be a means of destroying secretly the honour and good name of the people 
and what this paper did was to let the public know what was being done. Was 
the writer a thief for having done this? Is he to be calleda thief who, 
having secretly come to know what thieves are about, gives the alarm and 
warns people against them? So, again, when this paper published Mr, Price’s 
Tipperah report, a document recommending an annexation of that State, and 
subsequently Mr. Lyall’s report regarding the same State, which was full of 
erroneous statements, it did a great service tothe public. Government may 
consider the Editor a thief ora receiver of stolen goods, and send him to 
jail for publishing such papers, but for the good of the country, and of the 
Government alike, he will always try to obtain and give publicity to similar 
documents. : 

The new law will be productive of extremely injurious consequences. 
Nobody could have made any objection to this measuere if it had only provided 
for the punishment of those persons who might be guilty of communicating 
to Foreign Governments sketches and plans of forts, &c., and any intelligence 
regarding military matters; but what makes it open to grave objection is 
that it makes punishable the publication of secrets, the disclosure whereof 
has not only not harmed the Government, but has positively proved of great 
service to it. The Native Press wishes well of the Government, and that it 
occasionally publishes official secrets is only with the view of helping it to 
do it is good work in India, keeping its good name vnsullied. It therefore 
behoves Government to reconsider and amend the newlaw. 


IV.—Native Srates. 


85. The Arydvarta, of the 9th November, draws the attention of 
Government to the following evils arising 


ne eee eee from the abuse of power by Residents in 


Native States :— 


(1) They domineer over the subjects of the native princes. 

(2) They import their own favourites into Native States, and give 
them highly paid appointments. 

(3) The deserving subjects of Native States do not receive 
proper encouragement and support, and consequently become 
discontented. 


36. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 14th November, says that, 
Public Works expenditure in the under Sir Gunput Rao, the annual expen- 
State of Gwalior. diture of the Public Works Department in 
the State of Gwalior was fixed at six lakhs of rupees. After his death, 
Sir Lepel Griffia put pressure on the State Council to increase the expen- 
diture to 20 lakhs ayear. One would have thought that this expenditure 
was sufficient for a little State like Gwalior. But no: the new President of 
the Council has been pressed toincrease it. The Maharaja of Gwolior 1s a 
minor, and it is the duty of Government to see that during his minority he 1s 
not unjustly or unfairly dealt with, and the more so, as its dealings with 
the Native States have been of a nature to shake public confidence in It. 
87. The Samaya, of the 15th November, has learnt that Government 
The heir-apparent to the throne of contemplates sending the eldest son of the 
Serena. deposed Rana of Porbunder on a tour to 
Australia. But if Government does so against the wishes of the relatives of 
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the young Rana, the writer will strongly protest against its action. In con- 
sideration of the help rendered to it during the mutiny by the late Rana of 
Porbunder, Government ought to reinstate the deposed Rana, or, if that is 


‘ 


impossible, put his eldest son on the throne in his place. 3 
88. The same paper cannot say how much truth there is in the state- 
ieeteie ment that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
) ving rt  eposed the Maharaja of Tipperah on the 
strength of Mr. Lyall’s report, although he had proof of the untrustworthi- 
ness Of that report. But even if that statement be not true, there is ample 
proof that the Maharaja has been unjustly treated by the British Government 
in a variety of ways. : 

Some time ago the Maharaja was charged with not having suppressed 
suitee in his State. But it has transpired on enquiry that eu¢tee has already 
been abolished by the Maharaja, and that within the last 30 years only 
three cases of sutzee occurred inthe whole State of Tipperah. 

The next charge against the Maharaja was that his zemindari within 
British territory was not properly managed. Now, as the zemindari was 
under the management of Mr. Sandys, a friend of the Resident, if it was 
mismanaged the mismanagement was due to him, and not to the Maharaja. 

The Maharaja labours under the fatal disability of saying ‘‘ no,” and full 
advantage is taken of this trait in his character by those around him. 
The Maharaja out of friendliness of disposition often remits rents due from 
the ryOts in his zemindari. And. as this makes the ryots in the neighbour- 
ing Government zemindari claim a similar exemption, the Government 
officials often find it difficult to realise rent due to Government. This is why 
Government is dissatisfied with the Mabaraja’s management of his zemindari, 

It is well known to the readers of this paper how Mr. Greer went to 
Tipperah by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, and compelled the Maharaja 
to write a letter of abdication. The Maharaja was, after this, induced to 
address a representation to Sir Steuart Bayley, stating, among other things, 
the way in which the letter of abdication was obtained from him by 
Mr. Greer. As His Highness does not know English, he expressed his ideas 
in Bengali, which his Secretary was asked to translate into English. But as 
his Secretary’s knowledge of English is imperfect, he was unable to reproduce 
the Maharaja’s thoughts correctly. It is now rumoured that the style and 
wording of this representation have greatly offended His Honour. But as 
the Maharaja does not know English, the Lieutenant-Goveroor ought in 
charity not to hold His Highness responsible for the: defective English of 
the representation, Sir Steuart Bayley is asked to deal justly with the State 
of Tipperah, and the more so as his interference in the affairs of that State 
has already impaired the lustre of his fair fame. There is no necessity for 
annexing Tipperah, and it does not become a ruler like Sir Steuart Bayley 
to depose for nothing the ruler of a Native State. _ 

39. Tne Sanjivant, of the 16th November, says that the English 
Superintendent of the Maharaja of Gooch 
Behar’s houses in Darjeeling has put in an 
advertisement in the newspapers, inviting candidates for the post of an over- 
seer, who will be required to look after those houses, but the applicants, it is 
stated, must be either Europeans or Eurasians. The Cooch Behar State is 
being swallowed up by Englishmen. The Maharaja is immersed in pleasures 
and festivities, and cares very little to enquire how the State is faring under 
its English management. Much was expected of the Maharaja. His State 
may yet be saved from ruin if he conducts himself in accordance with the 
advice of his able Dewan. His English friends, for whose entertainment he 


The Maharaja of Cooch Behar. 


is now. pouring. out money like water, will be the first, when his treasury . 


becomes empty, to pronounce him unfit for his high position and to depose 
him from his aeilied Is there no one to give good counsel to the Maharaja? 
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40. The Som Prakdsh, of the 18th November, refers to the charges 


against the Thakur of Bhownagar, an 
ee ee that Government ought to suite into | them 
without delay. If the charges be true, he ought to be deposed and Kumar 
Bhow Sing, the heir-apparent, ought to be putin his place. The writer ig 
astonished to learn that Government has not yet instituted an enquiry into 
these charges. It is said that the Thakur has an annual revenue of 30 
lakhs of rupees, out of which he spends one lakh in making donations to 
different societies in England. While his own subjects are crying for food, he 
subscribes large sums of money to funda established for the purpose of 
commemorating the name of some English lady! If any Resident in his 


court is determined not to take any bribe, he makes presents of ornaments, 
&c., to his wife. 


V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


41. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 13th November, is sorry that 


; Mr. Macpherson, the present Magistrate of 
a. ee of Rajshahye, will be shortly transferred from 
Co. : that district. The writer believes that there 
are few Magistrates in the ranks of the Civilians so conscientious 
and impartial, and so anxious to do justice, as Mr. Macpherson, and the 
people of Rajshahye found in him a Magistrate who made it possible for 
them to forget the high-handedness of his predecessor, Mr. Phillips, 
Mr. Macpherson possesses in the fullest measure those qualities which 
go to make asuccessful district officer. Heis a sincere well-wisher of 
Local Self-Government. He stayed for a short time in Rajshahye, but the 
people of that district will long remember him. 


42. A correspondent of the Surabhi-o-Patdhé, of the 14th 


November, says that the burning ground at 
an tee poet tate §6Anenl, Of the bank of the river Sarasvati, has 
owrah district. : ° . 9 
from time immemorial been set apart for 
public use. Quite recently a considerable portion of the ground has been 
fenced in, and the public have been excluded therefrom. This has caused 
much inconvenience. The Magistrate of Howrah, upon being applied to, 
passed an order for the removal of the fence, but that order has not yet been 
given effect, to. 
43. The Samaya, of the 15th November, thinks with many Englishmen 
and editors of English newspapers that the 
yite, birthday of the Prince of Government of India ought to show respect 
“ae to the Prince of Wales by decreeing the 9th 
November, the Prince’s birthday, to be observed as a general holiday. 
The 9th of November next will be the 50th birthday of the Prince, and it is 
the general wish that Government should, from next year, observe the 
Prince’s birthday as a general holiday. 
44. The same paper says that shortly after the passing of the Official 


Secrets Act, Mr. Doyle, oe of the Indian 
The Indian Engineering newspaper Hngineering newspaper, published in his paper 
ans Re Sone eee Se a pT ie beaks of the Madras Secu 
on the subject of a canal scheme. Upon the publication of the letter, 
the Government of Madras asked the editor to name the source from which 
he had obtained the letter. The Editor refused to do so. The public are 
curiously waiting to see how Government deals with this Editor. 
45. The Bangabdasi, of the 16th November, remarks, in reference 


Suicide by a Hindu wife to the recent case of the wife of Baboo 
: Beharilal Bhuttacharjya, of Bantra, Howrah, 


who committed suicide by hanging herself as soon as she heard that her 
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husband was in a dying condition, and had been removed to the riverside ; 
that by abolishing suétee the Christian Government of this country is 
compelling Hindu wives to incur this grave sin of self-immolation. 
46. The same paper says that a European editor is likely to become 
the first victim of the Official Secrets Act. 
insted tho Official Secrets Act” - The Madras Government has called upon 
. the Editor of the Zndian Engineering to explain 
how official papers relating to a canal in Madras have found their way into 
that journal, Toe native newspapers are anxious to know what treatment 
the offending editor receives at the hands of the Government. 
47. The same paper says that Government hes not yet taken any 
Lawlessness of stray European ‘Steps to check the unruly behaviour of stray 
soldiers from the Dum-Dum and uropean soldiers from the Dum-Dum and 
Se - Barrackpore Cantonments, who have begun 
to extremely molest the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages. Two 
such cases are reported to have occurred only last week— 


(1). On the 6th November, four European soldiers, armed with 
their guns, left the Dum-Dum Cantonment shortly after 


midnight, and entered the neighbouring village of. 


Gouripore, where, coming to the shop of one Bhutnath 
Bairagi, they asked for éari. But as ¢aré could not be 
supplied to them, they gave two or three blows to Bhutnath, 
and loading their guns with blank cartridges threatened to 
shoot him. Bbutnath was compelled through fear to 
take them to a fart shop. The é¢aré vendor at 
first refused to give them /art, and only gave them some 
when they beat him and threatened to shoot him. The 
soldiers then asked ¢ar¢ from Gopal Napit and two. or 
three other villagers, and, not getting it, beat them. 
They then entered the house of one Salim Sheikh and 
asked him for ¢ars, Salim had no Zari to give them, and 
told them to go away, butas they would not leave his house 
he pushed one of them out. Whereupon Salim was dragged 
out of his house and pushed into a ditch, and as he was 


about to rise he was shot dead by one of the soldiers, | 


They then went to one or two other places, and having 
assaulted those that fell in their way, returned in the 
direction of Dum-Dum at about 3 a.m. 
(2). On the 14th November, some European soldiers from Bar- 
rackpore crossed over to Serampore, and having got drunk 
there, were about to assault two women who were returning 
from the bazar. The cries of these women brought 
to the scene several shop-keepers, who attacked the 
soldiers with sticks. The latter now took refuge in the 
house of one Mr. D’Cruz. In the meantime General 
Mainwaring and. Mr. Platts, the Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, came up, and as they were trying to pacify the 
shop-keepers, the soldiers came out of the house and 
attacked the police and the assembled people with sticks. 
Four or five men have been seriously wounded and are 
now lying in the Serampore hospital. The police could 
do nothing to the soldiers, and only saw them across the 
river after soothing their anger with profuse expressions of 
apology on behalf of the shop-keepers. | | 
It remains to be seen what steps Government takes in this matter. 
It knows perfectly well what ought to be done to put down such lawlessness 
on the part of the European soldiery, but it rests entirely with itself 
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whether or no it will do the needful. As for the people, they are getting 


48. The same paper says that the policy of the British administya- 
The growing poverty of India,  , “100. 1D India is essentially a commercial one, 


| and the sale of English goods is th 
object for which they have established an empire in this ceubtis oad bhketed 


colonies in different parts of the world. They are ever busy devising 
means to attain this object. India is inhabited chiefly by Hindus and 
Mussulmans. And as the sale of English goods on anything like an 
extensive scale would be rendered impossible if these two peoples strictly 
conformed to their respective religious and social practices, the English 
from considerations of self-interest, are extremely desirous of destroying 
their attachment to their national religion and introducing among them 
English manners and English modes of living. The people of India 
should understand this and act accordingly. It is now their duty to keep 
themselves sedulously aloof from the poison of English civilisation. Un- 
fortunately those natives who would play the ré/e of patriots, and are, as 
a matter of fact, looked upon as their own representatives by the ignorant 
masses in this country, think differently on this question. These men, who 
have received an English education, are quite fascinated with the allurements 
of English civilisation, and their intellect has become perverted, while the 
astute English rulers of the country, to promote their own interests, are ever 
ready to make their mental vision darker and darker by occasionally giving 
them encouragement and support. They are extremely mistaken and 
seem to have even lost the power of judgment. 

English education is the most potent means of producing a love of 
English, the style of living in the minds of its recipients. And so if India 
is to be made a market for English goods for all time, and if her indigenous 
manufactures are to be destroyed, the Indians should be given an English 
education, Thoughtful men find no difficulty in understanding this. It 
therefore behoves everybody who feels even the least attachment for his 
country, nation, and religion, to banish from his mind this partiality for 
English refinement and to try his best to prevent others from acquiring it. 
But what is really required at the present time is that every native should 
pledge himself not to use English goods. 


49. The Sanjivani, of the 16th November, refers to a rumour that 


i a ia ala Dr. Hilson has asked the permission of 
r. Hilson and the ismisse : 
Acclaim Wanenaae. Government to bring a case of defamation 


against a newspaper which has strongly criti- 
cised his action in obtaining the dismissal of the three Assistant 


Surgeons, and says that it does not know what particular newspaper 
has excited the wrath of the learned doctor, ‘but if proceedings for 
defamation are to be taken at all, he will have to bring a case against almost 
every one of the newspapers of Bengal, for almost all those papers have taken 
him to task for what he has done tu the Assistant Surgeons. It is, however, 
doubtful whether Government will give him the permission asked for. But 
the writer will be glad if Government grants permission, because it may 
enable Dr. Hilson to justify his action in a law court, and also give the three | 
dismissed Assistant Surgeons an opportunity of setting themselves right 
with the public. The writer does not care to believe the statement made 
by the Statesman newspaper, that it is the Lieutenant-Governor’s strong 
friendship for Dr. Hilson that has emboldened the latter to act in 60 
high-handed a manner towards the three Assistant Surgeons, because 1t.18 
not at all likely that His Honour will support a person’s wrong-!oing 


_ simply because that person happens to be one of ‘his friends. 


50. A correspondent of the same paper notices a fearful outbreak of 
IF hncipa~ fever in Tribeni and — malarious fever in the villages of Bansber iah, 
praent vemagee.  Tribeni, Khamarpara and Sahagunge, 1 the 
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Hooghly district. The condition of the inhabitants, particularly those of 
Bansberiah, has become extremely miserable, almost four or five people in 
every house in the latter village being laid up with fever. Seven or eight 
persons have died of fever within one month in Bansberiah. There is no 
arrangement for the medical treatment of the poor. The Bansberiah’ Muni- 
cipality is asked to provide medical aid. 

51. The Navavibhdkar hie ster of the 18th November, says that 
a Mla 4 his in Durrisal tigers commit ravages in the ve 
re houses of the people, but the Arms Act ( 
of such a character that it is better to confront these tigers than the terrible 
grimaces of this law. Some officers cling to this Act as to a political prop 
of wonderful virtue. But the writer is a believer in fate, and believes that no 
prop or pillar will be of avail when the appointed day shall come. It is there- 
fore well for one, so long as one is fortunate enough to remain master of an 
empire, to earn the blessings of his subjects by protecting their lives and by 

giving them food to eat. 
52. The same paper is “pags | ~ at Prince Albert Victor's 
| visit to India, and heartily wishes that he ma 
ee pass the days he will ion in India in bese 
and happiness, and that he may also gain a knowledge of the real condition 
of the country. He also prays to God that the prince may enjoy good health 
here and safely return to bis country. 


Urntya Papmrs, 


53. The Samvddbahikd, of the 7th November, gives the substance of 
the Official Secrets Act, and expresses approval 
of its provisions, but the Utkaldipikd, of the 
9th November, apprehends that the working of the Act will result in an 
interference with the liberty of the Indian Press. It observes that in 
England a great many official secrets are revealed in the British Parliament, 
but in India there is no institution like the Parliament to secure a disclosure 
of official secrets. It is hoped that the Act will be enforced with moder- 
ation in individual cases, and that papers edited by natives will be treated in 
the same way as papers edited by Europeans. 

54. In reviewing the appointment of Examiners for the Midile 

English, Middle Vernacular and Upper Primary 
= pene & og ng 1dige Scholarship Examinations in 1890 in Orissa, 
7 the Utkaldipikd, of the 9th November, 
remarks that the selections have been made more with the view of putting 
something into the pockets of certain favoured individuals than of doing 
justice to all available candidates. But the Dépikd, of the 9th Novem- 
ber, holds a different opinion, and argues that the best arrangements possible 
and practicable under the circumstances have been made. 

55. The Samvddbéhtké, of the 7th November, approves of the 
circular of the Board of Revenue, which 
directs that responsible ministerial officers in 
charge of accounts should be transferred every seventh year. 

56. The announcement that Mr. Bradlaugh would probably be present 

Mr. Bradlaugh and the National at the ensuing meeting of the National 
Congress. Congress at Bombay has inspired enthusiastic 
feelings in the minds of the editors of the native papers 
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